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Dwight Heald Perkins (1867-1941) was an American architect and planner. Perkins was born in Memphis, Tennessee, and moved to Chicago with his family at a young age. Perkins has worked for several architectural firms including Wheelock & Clay, Frederick Schock, and Burnham & Root. In 1893, he formed his firm after receiving his first major commission, with help from Daniel Burnham, the Stevens Point, Wisconsin Normal School. In 1894 he was commissioned to design a new building for the Steinway Piano Company. This building bore little resemblance to the work he would do later, often in the style that became known as the "Prairie School" of architecture.
In 1905, Perkins was appointed Chief Architect for the Chicago Board of Education by Mayor Edward F. Dunne. He maintained a private practice with John L. Hamilton in addition to his service on the board. In 1911, with the addition of William K. Fellows, the firm of Perkins, Fellows, & Hamilton opened with offices in Chicago's loop. Perkins left the firm in 1929 and joined what became Perkins, Chatten, and Hammond. He soon left in 1933. Other works by Dwight Perkins firm include the Lincoln Park Zoo Lion House, the Alfred Nobel School, and many other residential homes. Perkins studied and taught architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1885. He died in Lordsburg, New Mexico in 1941.
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